n6         THE CALL OF THE WORLD

the Persian poets in particular being their favourites.
They had certain strange notions and beliefs,
among them being the typically Oriental belief that
colours and precious stones have vital influence on
our health and happiness. Consequently they wore
particular colours only and except for opal would
not even look at other precious stones, much less
wear them. One morning I happened to be talking
to the South African family and incidentally remarked
that it was a pity they did not see the folly of treating
the Indian immigrants as they did, considering that
after all we were all fellow-citizens of the same
great Empire. To which the materfamilias replied
that they were from Cape Town where people
perfectly realised the injustice of the treatment
meted out to Indians up north in Natal and the
Transvaal. But they were helpless in the matter as
their vote in the Federal Parliament counted for
little on the question. Most middle-class people in
Cape Colony found the petty Indian traders, with
their system of selling on credit, quite indispensable
to them, and so in their colony they had hardly any
restrictions put on the Indians. Not only were they
given the Municipal vote but a Mahommedan doctor
was then actually a member of their legislative
assembly and his Scotch wife and children moved in
the best of society. This was a revelation to me, for
in India our orators and publicists when they
discussed the question vented their spleen on the
South Africans wholesale without making any re-
servations. Still, I said, she would admit that even
in Cape Colony the Indian is not much of a persona